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Correlation studies for quantitative characters in cabbage genotypes
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Cabbage (Brassica oleracea var. capitata L.) is one
the most important cole crop grown under temperate
climate for seed production (Singh et al., 7). Itis a rich
source of minerals, carotene, ascorbic acid and
antioxidant and is reported to have anti-carcinogenic
properties (Singh et al., 7; Singh et al., 8; Kopsell et al.,
6). For selecting superior genotypes, the breeder has to
choose from the material on the basis of its phenotypic
expression. As most of the traits of economic importance
are complex involving several related traits, the
knowledge of degree of phenotypic and genotypic
correlation of the traits is important. Among the various
environmental factors, temperature is the main deciding
factor of cabbage seed production. Temperature effects
mainly growth of head formation, emergence of flower
stalk, pollination and seed setting. Climate of Uttaranchal
mid and high hills are more conducive for off season
cabbage growing as well as seed production.

Thirty-seven genotypes of cabbage collected from
different sources. The seed were sown inside polyhouse
and the seedlings were transplanted in Randomised
Block Design with three replications. Recommended
dose of F.Y.M., fertilizers, insecticides and fungicides
were applied and agronomic practices were employed
to maintain normal growth of plant. In order to induce
early flowering a vertical cross cut was given to
genetically true, disease free and good selected heads.
Only 1/3 rd top portion of each head was cut with the
help of sharp knife without damaging terminal bud.
Rouging is done at three different stages of plant growth.
Correlation were studied for seed yield per plant and
other horticultural traits viz., stalk length, wrapper leaves,
non wrapper leaves, core volume, core diameter, head
compactness, head shape index, head size, net head
weight, days to head maturity, days taken to head
bursting, number of floral stalk, length of floral stalk,
number of flowers per plant, number of silique per plant,
silique length, number of seeds per silique and weight
of one thousand seeds. Correlation coefficient was
calculated as suggested by Al-Jibouri et al. (1).

Indirect selection is desirable for the improvement
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of yield. Therefore, knowledge of association between
yield and its component traits and inter-relationship
among themselves may prove fruitful for planning an
effective and successful breeding programme. In present
study, the phenotypic and genotypic correlation
coefficients were worked out in respect of nineteen
characters for all possible combinations (Tables 1 & 2).
It was found that, in general, genotypic correlation
coefficient were higher in magnitude than their
corresponding phenotypic values. High genotypic
correlation coefficient suggested that there was inherent
relationship between trait under study and environment
had not played much role in reducing their actual
association.

Seed yield per plant had established significant
positive correlation with number of silique per plant,
silique length, wrapper leaves, weight of one thousand
seeds and net head weight and also constituted a
significant inverse relation with days to head bursting
both at phenotypic and genotypic level. Days to head
bursting exhibited negative significant correlation with
wrapper leaves, head weight, silique per plant and
thousand seed weight. This indicated that an early
bursting of head perhaps increased the duration of
exposure to favourable climatic condition for better seed
production of cultivar, while increasing number of wrapper
leaves maintained suitable microclimatic environment
(i.e. temperature) at growing tip and made continuous
supply of photosynthates and hormone, for the
development of reproductive phase of cultivar (Wien and
Waurr, 9). The selection for these characters therefore
improves the seed yield per plant in cabbage. Similar
results on significant positive association was reported
between seed yield per plant with number of silique per
plant (Gill et al., 2 ) as head weight (Kanwar et al., 5).
Number of silique per plant was significantly positively
correlated with number of flowers per plant, silique length,
number of seeds per silique, thousand seed weight both
at phenotypic and genotypic level. This suggested that
physiological efficiency of cultivar at post fertilization
period was at most important to increase seed vyield
though a commensurate increase in silique number, seed
number and seed weight. The presence of significant
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positive correlation between seed yield and number seed
per silique at genotypic level suggested that an increase
in number of seed per silique would be required to
augment seed yield per plant at genotypic level. Hence,
relative importance of these characters could not be
ignored.

Genotypically significant but phenotypically non-
significant relationship was observed between seed yield
and non-wrapper leaves. This suggested that relative
contribution of non-wrapper leaves to supply the nutrients
at growing tip was highly required prior to initiation
reproductive phase and at vernalization period toward
promoting seed yield effectively (Wien and Wurr, 9). Non-
significant association of seed yield per plant with head
size, days to head maturity, number of flower per plant,
core diameter, head compactness and head shape index
indicated that perhaps these traits possessed little or
no influence in selection for the improvement of seed
yield per plant. Contrary (Joshi, 4) reported that seed
yield per plant established significant correlation with
head size and head compactness. Seeds per silique
established a significant positive correlation with silique
length and thousand seed weight. This indicated an
increase in number of seeds in side a silique was directly
and proportionally related to silique length and thousand
seed weight of cabbage cultivars.

It can be concluded that selection of genotypes
could be practiced at vegetative stage of crop growth on
the basis of head weight, number of wrapper leaves and
days to head bursting. Number of silique per plant,
greater length of silique and thousand seed weight
appeared as the major important selection criterion at
reproductive phase of crop growth for improving the
genotypes of cabbage for efficient seed production, while
an increase number of seeds per silique emerged as
the secondary important character.
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